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Abstract

We propose a new methodology to estimate long-run intergenerational socioeconomic mo-
bility. Our specification takes into account assortative mating in the marriage market and is
general enough to encompass the standard model as well as the specification recently proposed
by Gregory Clark. Our approach does not require to have information about the variable of
interest for individuals in several generations and make use of the correlations among individuals
with different degrees of kinship in the same generation. In our empirical application we use
census data from Spain and find a high degree of persistence that corroborates some of Clark’s
findings.

1 Introduction

The analysis of the degree of socioeconomic intergenerational mobility has attracted the attention
of many economists in recent years (see for example Chetty et al 2014). Part of the interest on
this topic is due, at least in the case of income mobility, to its possible relation with the increasing
income inequality experienced recently in some economies (Corak 2013). An additional factor to
explain this interest is the existence of recent studies showing that mobility in the long-run is
perhaps much lower than what most economists used to think (Long and Ferrie 2013, Clark 2014,
Lindahl et al. 2014). This recent literature has started to change the standard view about mobility
across multiple generations, which used to assume that the correlation between grandparents and
grandchildren outcomes is basically the square of the parent-offspring correlation. Since for most
relevant outcomes such as income or education, parent-offspring correlations are always moderate,
economists had often assumed that the correlation between individuals in one generation and their
ancestors in different generations decreases really fast as we go back in time, so that after, say,
three or four generations the link is already very weak. However, recent empirical studies suggest a
much higher persistence rate in socioeconomic status and a significant link with grandparents and
even with great-grandparents (Lindahl et al 2014).

An important contribution in this area has been the work by Clark (2014) who claims that
mobility across several generations, for income as well as for other outcomes, is low due to the
existence of a latent variable, the "underlying social competence" of families, which is inherited
from parents and has a high persistence rate. If such latent variable indeed plays an important role
in the transmission of socioeconomic status the standard regressions of offspring outcomes against
parent’s outcomes will be downward biased and the true persistence will be higher than suggested

*We are grateful to Gregory Clark for very helpful comments and suggestions. (a) Universidad de Alicante; (b)
Universidad Carlos I11



by the regression coefficient. Clark (2014) asses the role of such latent variable using a methodology
based on the use of surnames. His approach requires information on the outcome of interest for
individuals in several generations. Using data from a series of countries and periods of time Clark
finds a very low degree of intergenerational mobility. Furthermore, the degree of mobility is very
similar across countries and time. Lindahl et al (2014) and Braun and Stuhler (2016) also find a
low degree of long-run intergenerational mobility but not as low as in Clark (2014).

One main problem with the approach adopted in these works is the data requirement, since
for many countries it is difficult to obtain comparable information for more than two generations
about outcomes such as income or educational levels. For instance, in many countries we typically
find that there is very little variation in years of formal education for older generations because the
majority of the population had just basic education. Thus, we propose a new approach to asses
the degree of long-run intergenerational mobility that does not require information on previous
generations. To apply our methodology we just need "horizontal" information, that is, information
about individuals of the same generation, or very close generations, who are relatives of a certain
degree, for example siblings, cousins, second cousins, parent-child, uncle-nephew!. The idea behind
our method is quite simple. Say that we would like to asses the link between grandparents and
grandsons but we don’t have data for grandparents to directly measure it. But if instead we have
good data for cousins we can infer the grandparents-grandsons link from the cousins links. Thus,
horizontal information can overcome the lack of vertical information?. In particular, we compute the
correlation for years of schooling for different degrees of kinship (brothers, fathers-sons, first-cousins
and uncles-nephews) using census data from a Spanish region. If we have enough of these moments
we can calibrate all the parameters of a reduced form model on intergenerational mobility. Our
results from this calibration exercise are very much consistent with the high persistence hypothesis
proposed by Clark. In particular we find that the persistence rate for the "underlying social
competence" of families is around 0.8. Consistent with this result, our approach predicts that the
educational levels of individuals in the current generation are still correlated in a non-negligible
magnitude with the socioeconomic status of their ancestors as much as four or five generations back
in time.?

Our approach is also related to the literature on siblings correlations (See Solon 1999, Levine
and Mazumder 2007, Bjorklund and Jéntti 2009 and Schnitzlein 2014). Most of the papers in
this literature aim at estimating the impact of family background on an observable outcome such
as income, education, etc. The family background is a latent component that accounts for all
factors shared by siblings that are orthogonal to the parental outcome. We extend these models by
decomposing the family background into an inheritable and a non-inheritable component. The idea
is that by using correlations on outcomes of relatives of different degrees of kinship we are able to
disentangle the non-inheritable part of family background that is only shared by sibling from the
inheritable part that is also partially shared by cousins, second cousins, etc., through their common
ancestor. Our decomposition of the family background into the inheritable and non-inheritable
components is related to the nature and nurture decomposition. Many papers in this literature
try to estimate the relative importance of nature and nurture by looking at the correlations in

'"Hallsten (2014) also computes the correlation in some observed outcomes for cousins and second cousins and
points to the advantage of using data for the same generation.

2Giiell et al. (2015) also make use of "horizontal" information to estimate intergenerational mobility, but their
approach is quite different and based on the used of surnames.

#Collado et al (2014) analyze long-run mobility in the same Spanish region using census data from the XIX and
the XX century. They find a higher level of mobility than the one in this paper. This discrepancy might be explained
because they only consider two socioeconomic levels whereas than here individuals are classified according to 10
possible levels of education (years of schooling)



observed outcomes for different type of siblings like MZ twins, DZ twins, siblings, half siblings,
adoptees, etc. (See Sacerdote 2011 for a literature review). The standard approach in this literature
decomposes the total variance of the output of interest into three additive terms, the first term
representing the genetic factors, the second one represents the environmental factors shared by
the siblings and a third factor that is idiosyncratic to the individuals. Among these papers, the
most related to our work are Behrman and Taubman (1989) and Bjorklund et al. (2005). Both
papers make use of correlations across several sibling types and find the values of the parameters
that best fit the empirical correlations in a similar way as we do here. Behrman and Taubman
focus on years of schooling and assume that family environment and genes are uncorrelated (see
Goldberger 1979 for a critique of this approach). Bjorklund et al. (2005) focus on earnings and
consider different possible models, and in particular they allow for the possibility that environment
and genes are correlated. Our approach differs from these works in several fundamental aspects.
First, we do not make use of twins and our analysis is based on correlations for all type of relatives.
Second, and more importantly, we focus on intergenerational mobility and "persistence", not on the
nature-nurture debate. As noticed, we decompose the family background into an inheritable and a
non-inheritable component rather than into genetic and environmental components. An advantage
of our approach is that we don’t have to deal with the complicated problem of the relationship
between genes and environment. In our case, by definition, the non-inherited component captures
all the effects that siblings share and are not correlated with the non-inheratable components.
Furthermore, since we are not interested on measuring the direct effect of genes?
not based on the correlations of different types of twins.

Thus, we propose a new method to asses the degree of long-run mobility that can be seen as
complementary to the one used recently by several economists. We believe that our method has an
important advantage since it does not require information on individuals in previous generations,
and therefore, it can be applied to study long-run intergenerational mobility in many countries in
which there is no comparable data on individuals in several generations.

The empirical results suggest that long-run intergenerational mobility might be quite low. Be-
cause we only calibrate a reduced form model it’s difficult to get policy conclusions from our findings.
However, the fact that the latent variable underlying the social competence of families explains a
high part of the variance in levels of education suggests that public intervention policies should pay
more attention to the role of the family.

The paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 sets out the basic model and develops our method.
Section 3 presents our main empirical findings and the robustness checks. Section 4 extends the
basic model to account for assortative mating and the potential influence of mothers. Section 5
concludes. We include some additional information about the models in the Appendixes.

, our analysis is

2 Theory

Suppose that y is the outcome of interest in our economy, for example income, education or wealth.
Since in our empirical exercise such outcome will be the level of education henceforth we identify
y with years of schooling but all our theoretical results are valid to study other outcomes as, for
example, income. We want to study the link of such variable y between individuals and their
ancestors. We consider a reduced form of Becker-Tomes (1979) model similar to the one in Solon

*In recent years, the availability of molecular genetic data has allowed the use of a new methodology to asses the
influence of genetic factors. See Okbay et al. (2016) for the results of a genome-wide association study (GWAS) for
years of schooling.



(2014) | | |
Ui = Byt + 2+ a + (1)

where ¢t — 1 denotes the father’s generation and ¢ the children’s generation, ;1 denotes years of
schooling of his father, z{ denotes a latent variable that is inherited from the parents, z; is a shock
shared by all brothers in the family which is uncorrelated with the other variables (in particular
with z), and u} is an individual’s white-noise error term. In principle the variable z} might include
common genes and family values and depending on whether there are perfect credit markets or
not father’s wealth could be also part of it. The variable z; could capture factors like the type
of neighborhood, common friends and perhaps the influence of one sibling on another. These are
factors that siblings might share but are not inherited from parents.

The latent variable 2} is often omitted in this type of analysis and it has been introduced by
Clark (2014) who sees it as the "underlying social competence" of families and assumes that

% ="7%-1+€ (2)

where z;_1 denotes the father’s value of such latent variable and ei is an individual white-noise
term.® Thus, the "underlying social competence" is passed from fathers to their sons with persistence

rate .
The traditional approach does not consider the existence of such variable z while Clark’s ap-
proach assumes that 3 = 0. We take a more general view and a priory do not exclude any

possibility and let the data determine which model is the correct one. If the traditional approach
is the correct one we should find that z is zero (or close to zero) whereas if Clark’s model is the
correct one we should find very low values of § and significant values of z and . As noticed, many
recent papers also allow for the possibility of an unobservable variable. The identification strategy
is usually based on twins, adoptees and instrumental variables (see Holmlund 2011 for a survey of
this literature). However, they neither estimate the magnitude of our heritable variable z nor the
persistence parameter ~.

We suppose we are in the steady state and therefore the persistence parameters 5 and -, the
distribution of z;_1 and 31 and all the covariances remain the same across generations. Under
the standard approach the parameter § is estimated by regressing child’s years of schooling on
parental years of schooling. Since z is unobservable, estimating ~ in Clark’s model requires to
have observations not only on sons years of schooling and fathers years of schooling but also on
grandparents years of schooling (see Clark 2014). Unfortunately, in many cases it’s difficult to
get good data on the outcome of interest for a large sample of individuals from more than two
different generations. We propose a new methodology that only requires information on the years
of schooling of individuals in two generations, and sometimes only information from one generation.
The idea behind our method is quite simple: if the model specified by (1) and (2) is correct and we
have the necessary data, we can compute the correlations on years of schooling for different degrees
of kinship, for example the correlation for brothers, father-son, first-cousins, second-cousins, uncle-
nephew and so on. If we have enough of these moments we can calibrate all the parameters of the
model.” To compute some of these moments we need information about individuals from the same
generation (brothers, first-cousins, second cousins,...) and if we have information about a previous

>We assume that siblings errors e} are uncorrelated. Our results are robust to imposing the restriction that siblings
get the same realization of e;.

6Clark (2014) does not need to include = because he does not use data on brothers, cousins, etc.

If we have enough moments we can consider an even more general model in which the parameter 8 in the current
generation could be different from the one in the previous generation.



generation we might also compute correlations for father-sons and uncle-nephews. In some cases
one can have data on grandparents and compute the grandfather-grandson correlation.
Write as ag, 02 and o2 the variances of y, z and x respectively. We can write the covariance in

years of schooling between brothers ¢ and j in generation ¢ as

2302
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In Appendix A we show the corresponding correlations for father-son, grandfather-grandson, uncle-
nephew, first-cousins, second-cousins and third-cousins. If we know at least four of the previous
correlations we can calibrate the model to determine the values of those unknowns. Notice that
when computing the correlations for cousins i and j we assume that Cov(z’,27) = 0 because
otherwise the model would be under-identified. In Section 3 we provide some empirical evidence to
justify this assumption.

We might not find an exact solution to such system of equations within the range of values
that we consider feasible in our economy. In that case we determine /3,7, 02 and o2 by solving the

following minimization problem

Mingg .02 02yeF Zpi(Pi - p:)? 4)
ieC

where p; is the value of the observed correlation, p; is the sample size used to calculate correlation
p;, F is the set of feasible values for the four unknowns, and C' is the set of correlations for which
we have reliable data (for example brothers, cousins, second-cousins, fathers-son).

3 Empirical Application I

In this section we apply the method proposed in section 2 to calibrate the model using census data
from the Spanish region of Cantabria.

3.1 The data

To apply our methodology we need data on extended families. The 2001 population census for
Spain, which is available nationwide, does not allow to identify families unless they are living in
the same house. However, for the region of Cantabria we have information on the full name of
each person and we can use this information to identify fathers and sons, brothers, uncles and
nephews, and cousins. The census contains information, among other variables, on the gender,
age and educational level of all individuals living in the region (526,339 persons). We define the ¢-
generation as all males born in Cantabria between 1956 and 1976 (71,479 males and 68, 830 females)
and the (¢ — 1)-generation as their parents. Surnames in Spain are passed from parents to children
according to the following rule: A newborn person, regardless of gender, receives two surnames that
will keep for life. The first surname is the father’s first surname and the second the mother’s first
surname. This name convention allows us to identify fathers and mothers. For each person ¢ in
generation ¢ we define the set of potential parents as all the couples born before 1956 such that the
husband first surname coincides with person 7 first surname and the wife first surname coincides



with person 7 second surname. Then, we say that we identify the parents if there is only one couple
in the set of potential parents and the age difference between both parents and the son is at least
16 years. We identify the parents for 25,860 males and 24,610 females which is approximately
36.2% and 35.8% of the male and female population respectively. We use the information on the
educational level to assign years of schooling to each person following Calero et.al.® We measure
the years of schooling as deviations from the corresponding mean in each generation. Table 1 shows
some basic descriptive statistics.

The matched sample is almost 2 years younger than the unmatched one. The reason is that
the older a person is the more likely the parents are not living together or one of them has died.
Since the matched sample is younger it is also more educated (0.8 more years of schooling than the
unmatched sample)

Table 1
Men Women
Matched Unmatched Matched Unmatched
Mean | St. Dev | Mean | St. Dev | Mean | St. Dev | Mean | St. Dev
Age 33.61 5.91 35.42 6.16 33.70 5.92 35.50 6.15
Years of schooling 10.53 3.71 9.71 3.64 10.99 3.71 10.11 3.69
Number of observations 25,860 45,619 24,610 44,220

Once we have identified parents and children, siblings are immediately identified. Finally, we
identify siblings in the parents generation when there are only two individuals in that generation
sharing the same two surnames. Once siblings in the parents generation are identified, uncles
and nephews, and cousins are immediately identified. The strategy to identify siblings in the
parents’ generation is quite conservative in the sense that it is unlikely that we identify as brothers
individuals who actually are not brothers, but we pay the price of having smaller sample sizes for
cousins and uncles-nephews than for fathers-sons or brothers.

3.2 The benchmark case

We use the sample of males and the correlations between brothers, cousins (whose fathers are
brothers), fathers and sons, and nephews and uncles (the uncle being brother of the father). The
empirical covariances are first computed for each family and then averaged across families as sug-
gested in Solon, Page and Duncan (2000). The empirical correlations are obtained by dividing the
empirical covariances by the product of the standard deviations.” The empirical correlations and

$We assign 2 years of education to those who did not complete primary education, 5 years to primary education,
8 to compulsory education, 10 to vocational training, 12 to secondary education, 15 to sort university degrees, 17 to
long university degrees other than engineering and medicine, 18 for engineers and medical doctors and 19 for Ph.D.
All our results are robust to other reasonable ways to assign years of education as, for example, assigning 0 years of
education to those who did not complete primary education, 4 years to primary education, 9 to vocational training
and 11 to secondary education.

9Notice that the standard deviation of y is 3.705 for the current generation and 3.831 for the parents generations.
Therefore, the empirical correlations for fathers and sons, and uncles and nephews would have been slightly larger if
we would have divided the covariances by the variance of y



the number of families and pairs used to compute those correlations are presented in Table 2.

Table 2
Brothers | Father-son | Cousins | Uncle-nephew
Correlations 0.467 0.379 0.196 0.232
Number of families | 6,022 17,663 746 1,921
Number of pairs 11,109 25,860 1,654 2,843

These correlations are within the values estimated in some other developed countries (see Hertz
2007 and Bjorklund and Salvanes 2011). We solve the minimization problem (4) with the four
moments to obtain!’

Table 3
B 1y o2 | o3
0 | 0.790 | 6.586 | 2.303

We next compare the empirical correlations with the predicted correlations for these values of
B8,7,02 and o3

Table 4
Correlations | Brothers | Father-son | Cousins | Uncle-nephew
Observed 0.467 0.379 0.196 0.232
Predicted 0.467 0.374 0.187 0.236
% Error 0% -0.025% -4.784% | 1.859%

Since we don’t have data on the correlation for other relatives, as grandfather-grandson, we
cannot compare it with the correlation predicted by the model. However, we can compare the
square of the father-son correlation with the grandfather-grandson correlation predicted by the

model
Predicted grandfather-son (father-son)?

0.299 0.144

This result is in accordance with Clark’s view and with some recent empirical evidence (Lindahl
et al 2015). The grandfather-grandson correlation is much stronger than the squared of the father-
son correlation.

It’s useful to asses how much of the total variance of y; is explained by the different components
of the model. We have

az = 5202+02+2500v(yt_1,zt)+0i+03 (5)
2
_ p2.2 2 Bro 2 2
— BUy+UZ+2ﬁ+UI+UU

The part of the variance 02 explained directly by the father’s years of schooling is 5203. The part
directly explained by the latent variable z is ¢ while the part explained by the shocks shared
by brothers is 02. We standardize years of schooling so that 022/ = 1 and obtain the following
decomposition

Table 5
Total explained 620;71 o2 o2 2BCov(yi—1, 2t)
0.648 0 0.480 | 0.168 0

10We use Mathematica to solve all the minimization problems in this paper. The codes and the details of all the
computations are available upon request.



Thus, the results in our benchmark case favour Clark’s view that long-run mobility is much
lower than suggested by most economists, and that a large share of the persistence is explained by
an inherited latent variable with a high rate of persistence (y = 0.79).

It’s important to mention that both x and z are essential to obtain a satisfactory calibration of
the model. Thus, if we drop x from the model and repeat our previous procedure we again obtain
a very high value of the persistence parameter . However, in this case the (over-identified) model
performs quite poorly at predicting the correlations. This is not surprising since previous works
have already shown the importance of this type of shock to understand the correlations between
brothers'! (Branigan et al. 2013). If we now drop z, we obtain a non negligible 8 = 0.384 but the
fit regarding cousins and uncle-nephew correlations is very poor. The predictions based on these
two models are presented in Table 6

Table 6
Correlations | Brothers | Father-son | Cousins | Uncle-nephew
Observed 0.467 0.379 0.196 0.232
Dropping .
Predicted 0.367 0.397 0.313 0.339
% Error -21.47% | 4.691% 59.82% | 46.09%
Dropping z.
Predicted 0.475 0.384 0.070 0.182
% Error 1.794% 1,190% -64.33% | -21.42%

To better appreciate the consequences of these findings, Figure 1 shows the predicted correla-
tions for individuals at the current generation and their ancestors, i.e. their fathers, grandfathers,
great-grandfathers, etc., based on the full model and on the model without z.

020 . e Full Model
T~ o Without z

1 2 3 4

"1n the standard ACE approach the outcome of interest is decomposed in the genetic componet (A), a family or
shared environment componet (C), and the idiosyncratic componet (E). Our variable x might be seen as a part of the
environment component C, since x only captures the inheritated shared environment. In many studies the componet
C explains a very small part of the total variance. In our case just the component = explains about 17% of the total
variance. However, in the meta-analysis on educational attainment carried out by Branigan et al. (2013) the part of
the variance explained by C is usually larger than 20%, what is consistent with our finding.



Figure 1

As it is very clear from the figure, the persistence based on the model without z is low, so
that after a few generations the influence of ancestors vanishes almost completely. Our approach,
however, provides a more pessimistic view about intergenerational mobility in the long run. Thus,
we find that, under the assumption of stability of the parameters of the model, the correlation
between the levels of y of individuals in the current generation and the levels of y of their ancestors
seven generations back in time is still as high as 9%.

A possible concern is that our estimate of «y is biased because of the assumption that the shocks
x for cousin pairs are uncorrelated. One would suspect that an important component of these
shocks is related to the geographical location of the individuals, and cousins might tend to live in
the same region. Remember that = captures the shocks that are shared by siblings and are not
inherited from parents, so that if cousins live in the same location as their parents that is part of
the inherited components and is not incorporated in x. Thus, we check in our data the location
of cousins who do not live in the same location as their parents: Among the pairs of cousins such
that at least one of them does not live in the same municipality than his parents, the probability
that they live in the same municipality is 10%, basically the same probability as for two men taken
randomly from the whole population (11%). However, such probability is 34.5% for couples of
brothers that do not live in the same municipality as their parents. Thus, we are confident that
our results do not critically depend on the assumption of uncorrelated non-inherited environments
among cousins.

A second concern is that the minimization problem (4) might present some additional local
minimum with value of the objetive function very close to the value of the global minimum but
with very different values of 3,7,0% and ¢2. Indeed, in our case we find a local minimum at
B = 0.25,y = 1,02 = 3.4 and 02 = 1.22 that also yields an acceptable prediction of our four
moments. However, we rule out this case because the extreme value v = 1 implies the unreasonable
situation in which the latent variable z is passed from fathers to sons without any noise. It’s
interesting to notice that such set of values would predict a correlation for 2nd cousins of 0.16,
much higher than the correlation of 0.116 predicted by our chosen values. Unfortunately we don’t
have information on 2d cousins but such difference in predictions suggest that having such additional
"horizontal" information could really overidentified the model'?.

3.3 Robustness checks

One possible concern with our previous analysis is about the robustness of our findings to changes
in the values of the observed empirical correlations. For this reason we repeat our procedure for
1,000 different sets of values of the four correlations py, 0 s, Py, Pe1- These values are obtained by
carrying out 1,000 random draws from our original sample, each draw selecting 75% of the original
individuals in the current generation.!> Table 7 reports the mean values of the four unknowns
obtained under this procedure and compares it with the ones reported in the above benchmark
case. Notice that the average value of 8 is 0.065 which is very close with the estimated causal effect
of schooling in the survey of Holmlund et al. (2011).

12The 2nd cousins correlations in GPA provided in Héllsten (2014) are always lower than 0.12, except for the
correlation among the wealthiest 1%.

13Gince the number of pairs of uncle-nephew is not that large we consider that draws of 75% of the whole sample
are better than draws of 50%. The results for the 50% case, which are in the vast majority of cases very similar to
the ones reported here, are available upon request.



Table 7

B v o |os
Mean value 0.065 | 0.840 | 5.136 | 2.500
Benchmark case | 0 0.790 | 6.586 | 2.303

Table 8 shows the mean correlations predicted by the model and the observed ones.

Table 8
Mean correlations | Brothers | Father-son | Cousins | Uncle-nephew
Predicted 0.460 0.377 0.215 0.257
Observed 0.471 0.383 0.207 0.246

Figure 2 shows for these 1,000 subsamples the values of 8 and + and the standardized Jg, a%

as well as /6’203 (the part of the variance of y; directly explained by y;_1).!* The different cases are
ordered according to the obtained values of S.

M4 Notice that we have normalized ¢2 and o2 to (J’i.

10



Figure 2

The basic facts that arise from this robustness check exercise are: i) The persistence parameter
is always quite high and in almost all the cases greater than 0.75;'° ii) The largest values of 3 are
around 0.2, but even for those cases the part of the total variance of y; explained directly by 41
is small and in all the simulations but one, smaller than the part of the variance explained by the
latent variable z.

Thus, the main findings and conclusions obtained in the benchmark case are robust to these
changes in the values of the observed correlations.

4 A model with assortative mating

The model we were considering did not take into account the potential influence of the mother
in the outcome of the children. We now extend the previous model to incorporates mothers and
assortative mating. We assume that the value of the output y for an individual from generation ¢
is given by

b =B G + 2 oy (6)

where the superscript & stands for males (k = m) and for females (k = f). We assume that

~k k k
Ui = oyyimg + (1= Oéy)y{—l

150nly 18% of the estimated ~ are smaller 0.79, the value found for the benchmark case.

16We have carried out additional robustness checks. In particular we first have repeated the same robustness check
as the one here but for draws of 50% of the original sample, and second we have solved our minimization problem for
other 256 economies obtained by considering values of the correlations within a £10% deviation from the benchmark
case values. The results are again similar and are provided upon request.
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where o/; € [0,1],s0 that ﬂf;l can be seen as the weighted average years of schooling of parents.

The socioeconomic status of the child, zf, depends on the father 2™, as well as on the mother zgil

k _ kok k
2p =2 e

% _ k koS
Zy g = bz + (1 - az)ztfl

(7)
where o € [0, 1]

Regarding the shocks, we assume that zf is shared by all siblings of the same gender, can
be correlated across siblings of different gender and is uncorrelated with the other variables (in
particular with z; and y;—1). Finally u,’f is an individual’s white-noise error term.

We assume there is assortative mating both in years of schooling and in socioeconomic status
(see Berhman and Rosenzweig 2002 for a related model with assortative mating in two dimensions).

In particular we consider the linear projections of z{fl and ytJ:1 on 2", and y" ;:

Z{—l :<T,ng T;Z)(Z?1>+<w{nl> (8)
vy rye Ty )\ Vit €
where w;” ; and €} ; might be correlated but are uncorrelated with 2} ; and ;" |, and the r7; (s,d =

y,z) coefficients are functions of the following correlations and standard deviations p,mym, pm.s,
Pamyfs Pymsfs Pymyfs Ozmy O,f, oym and o, r. Alternatively, we can consider the linear projections

of 2", and y;*, on ztf_l and y{_lz

zi'1 \ _ rl, 7"51/ 2571 wg:l
( m > =\ . .7 [ e ©)

Y1 Tyz Tyy Yi1 -1
where wl{:l and 5{71 might be correlated but are uncorrelated with z{fl and yffl, and the rfd (s,d =
y,z) coefficients are functions of the following correlations and standard deviations p,s,s, pm.s,
Pamyfs Pymsfs Pymyfs Ozmy 05, oym and o,r. In Appendix B we provide the formulas for all these
coefficients and we show that p,m,m and p,r, s are functions of the other parameters through two
steady state equations. Then, since we can directly estimate oym, o,y and pym,s from the data, we
have 16 unknown parameters that write as the vector v:

v = {Bm7 fyma Ozm, Ogm, ﬂfv ’va O2fyO0gfs Pymafs Pemzfs Pamyf s Pymafs O‘Zla a;n, Qy, aga

and therefore we need at least 16 correlations between relatives of different kinship to calibrate these
parameters. The inclusion of females into the model allows us to use the following 22 correlations:
husband and wife, brothers, sisters, brother-sister, three types of male cousins (fathers are brothers,
mothers are sisters, and father and mother are brother an sister) and analogously three of female
cousins, four types of male-female cousins (fathers are brothers, mothers are sisters, father of the
male is brother of the mother of the female, and mother of the male is sister of the father of
the female), son-father, daughter-father, son-mother, daughter-mother, two types of nephew-uncle
(brother of the father and brother of the mother) and analogously two of nice-uncle.!”

1"The formulas for these correlations as functions of the parameters are presented in Appendix B.
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4.1 Empirical Application II

We calibrate the parameters in v by solving the following minimization problem'®

Minyep Zpi(/?i -7)? (10)
ieC

where p; are the theoretical correlations, p; the empirical correlations, p; the number of families
used to calculate each correlation (see Table 10), F' is the set of feasible values for the unknown
parameters'?, and C is the set of correlations we mentioned above.

The calibrated parameters are presented in Table 9

Table 9
gm ~™ 02m 02m
0 0.818 | 6.600 | 2.252
5f ’Yf ‘72f O-if
0 0.839 | 5.491 | 2.006

Pamgf | Pamzf | Pamyf | Pymzf
0.779 | 0.895 | 0.579 | 0.601

o’ a;” ozf a{j
0.828 | - 0.488 | -

The picture we obtain is again consistent with Clark’s results. Both 8™ and 3/ are basically zero,
whereas 4™ and v/ are around 0.8. This means that the observable outcome is transferred from
parents to children indirectly through the latent variable z, which is very persistent. Another
remarkable result is the large degree of assortative mating in z ( correlation of 0.895 between 2z
and z/ ) which suggests that the possible genetic part of it cannot be that large, and probably
culture and identifiable preferences and values form the largest part of 22°. Notice that since g™
and 87 are zero " and a{; are not identified.

Regarding the fitting, we have computed the predicted correlations based on this parameters
and we compare them with the empirical correlations. The results are presented in Table 10. The
fit is remarkable taking into account that we try to match 22 moments using 12 parameters. As
we expected, the empirical correlations based on a large number of pairs of observations, which are
likely to be quite accurate, are very close to the predicted ones, whereas those based on a smaller
number of pairs are less close. This result is not only due to the weights used, a quite similar fit
arises when we use equal weights.

'8We have used Mathematica to solve the minimization problem. This is a more complex problem than the one
discussed in Section 3 since there are many local minima. The code is in the online appendix.

Y The parameters g™, 1™, 85, ~7, oy, al, aij, af, have to be between 0 and 1, but the correlation can take negative
values.

20 Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman (1981) suugest that a high correlation in this type of variable might be explained by
the existence of "horizontal transmission" of cultural attitudes, which makes that the values of z for the father and for
the mother converge by the time they raise their offspring. However, it’s not clear how such horizontal transmission

could explain our finding since in our model z exclusively refers to vertical transmitted values.
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Table 10

N. families | Empirical | Predicted | Error (%)

brothers 6022 0.467 0.467 0.010%
sisters 5662 0.437 0.437 0.000%
brother-sister 9525 0.414 0.414 -0.003%
male cousins
(fathers are brothers) 746 0.196 0.190 -3.070%
(mothers are sisters) 670 0.213 0.190 | -11.020%
(father and mother are brother and sister) 1146 0.209 0.188 | -10.282%
female cousins
(fathers are brothers) 670 0.170 0.174 2.616%
(mothers are sisters) 608 0.193 0.201 4.282%
(father and mother are brother and sister) 1063 0.207 0.185 -10.554%
male-female cousins
(fathers are brothers) 1100 0.186 0.182 -2.127%
(mothers are sisters) 1003 0.168 0.195 16.254%
(father-male is brother of mother-female) 1112 0.218 0.193 | -11.360%
(mother-male is sister of father-female) 1115 0.157 0.180 14.435%
son-father 17663 0.379 0.379 -0.007%
daughter-father 16982 0.360 0.360 -0.139%
son-mother 17663 0.328 0.328 -0.066%
daughter-mother 16982 0.335 0.335 0.042%
nephew-uncle (brother of the father) 1921 0.232 0.239 3.182%
nephew-uncle (brother of the mother) 1350 0.228 0.238 4.412%
nice-uncle (brother of the father) 1852 0.216 0.228 5.662%
nice-uncle (brother of the mother) 1298 0.247 0.245 -0.893%

We now decompose the variance of y into its different components as
azk = (6";)20127 + 0%+ BECov(Fr 1, 2F) + o2 + 02

The results of these decompositions for males and females are presented in Table 11.2" We can see
that the model explains 64.5% of variance in years of schooling for males and 54.4% for females,
with z and x accounting respectively for around 70% and 30% of the explained variance. Thus, the
family factors (z and ) play a more determinant role in explaining years of schooling among men
than among women.

Table 11
Total explained (,Bk)Qa% aﬁk oik 26FCov(yF |, 2F)
Males 0.645 0 0.481 | 0.164 | O
Females | 0.544 0 0.399 | 0.146 | O

We can compute the predicted correlations for individuals at the current generation and their
ancestors. However, we have now different possible "ancestors lines". Figure 3 shows those corre-
lation for the male paternal line (son, fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers,...), and the female
maternal line (daughter, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,....). These correlations seem
consistent with the ones provided in Figure 1.

21We standardize the different components to crim for males and to azf for females.
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One might wonder here about the existence of other minimum in the problem (10). Indeed, we
find a local minimum that yields a very close value of the objective function as the one above and
takes values of the parameters ™ = 0.28, 3/ = 0.26, 4™ = 1,7/ = 0.96.As in our benchmark case
without assortative mating, we rule out this case because the value of v = 1 implies that the latent
variable z is passed from fathers to sons without any noise.

5 Conclusions

We have proposed a method to asses the degree of intergenerational mobility which takes into
account the possibility that a substantial part of the persistence in socioeconomic status might
be due to the existence of a latent variable that is inherited from parents. The method is based
on the correlations between a series of relatives and does not demand much information about
individuals in previous generations. Our findings suggest that indeed such latent variable plays a
very important role and is the reason why persistence in socioeconomic status is much stronger than
what is commonly thought. Thus, our results are in line with Clark’s claims about the low degree
of social mobility in the long run. However, our exercise does not provide any new information
in favor or against the possibility that the degree of intergenerational mobility is constant across
different economies and time. We have applied our method to asses the degree of intergenerational
mobility in a Spanish region and the extension to other regions and countries is an important task
which is left for future research.
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Consider a reduced form of Becker-Tomes (1979) model similar to the one in Solon (2014)
Yi = Bye1 + 2 + @+

where ¢t — 1 denotes the father’s generation and ¢ the children’s generation, y;_1 is father’s years of
schooling, ¢ is child i’s years of schooling, 2! is the child 4’s status, x; is not inherited, is uncorrelated
with ;1 and z{ but is shared among brothers, and u! is a random error that is uncorrelated with
y¢—1 and zé.

Status is partially inherited so that

i i
2y = Y21 T €

where e} that is not correlated across brothers. Notice that when 3 = 0 we are in Clark’s model.
We assume that the second order moments of all variables are time invariant. We present below
the formulas for the covariances in years of scholing for relatives of different degrees of kinship. The
correlations are computed by dividing the covariances by the variance of y.
Covariances

Brothers
We first compute the covariances between ;1 and z;_1
COU(yz, Zz) = COU(Bytfl + Zza ZZ) = BCov(yt,l, Zz) + Jz
= BCov(yt—1,721-1) + 02 = ByCov(yi—1,2-1) + 0>
and in the steady state we have Cov(yy, z:) = Cov(y4—1, 2¢—1), so that

0_2

Cov(Ys—1,2t-1) = = 11
(-1, 2-1) = 7 — 5 (11)
and the covariance between brothers is
i 9N _ 922 2 2 2
COUb(yt, yt) =0 Oy + 25’7001)(:%71’ thl) +770, + 0% (12)

Cousins
We first compute the following covariances for their fathers (who are brothers)

) J _ 22
Covb(zt—h thl) =7 0,

and ‘
Covp(yy_1, Z§_1) = ByCov(ys—2,z—2) + 7202
The covariance for male cousins whose fathers are brothers is

m7 mhj

Cove(yi,yl) = B2Cou(yi_1,yl_y) + 28vCouy(yi_y, 21_,) + > Covp(21], 2™7)

Son-Father

CO’Usf (yz",Lv yt—l) = BO-Z + ’}/CO'U(yt_l, Zt—l)
Nephew and uncle (brother of the father)
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Covneph—u(U: Yi-1) = BCOU(Y; 1,4/ 1) +7Covy(yi 1,21
Second cousins
We first compute the following covariances for their fathers (who are cousins)

Cove(zi1,21_1) = 7’ Covp(2;_3, %)

and

Cove(yi_1,21_1) = BYCouy(yi—2, 21—2) + V2 Covy(2i_s, 2]_,)

The covariance for second cousins whose fathers are brothers is

Covea(yh,yl) = B2Cove(yi_1,yl 1) + 28vCove(yi_y, 2 )) +72Cove(zi_1, 7))

Third cousins
We first compute the following covariances for their fathers (who are second cousins)

Covea(2i_1,7_1) = V2 Cove(zi_y, 2]_,)

and
Covea (yi_p 25_1) = ByCove(yi—2, Zt—2) + ’720006(21%—27 Zi_z)

The covariance for second cousins whose fathers are brothers is

C’ovcg(y,f, yi) = 5200%2(.@;717 yi—l) + 25700%2(3/%717 Zg—l) + 7200%2(2;71: Zg—l)

Appendix B

The model we were considering did not take into account the potential influence of the mother
in the outcome of the children. We now extend the previous model to incorporates mothers and
assortative mating. We assume that the value of the output y for an individual from generation ¢
is given by

yr =BGy + 2 + )+ uf (13)

where the superscript k stands for males (kK = m) and for females (k = f). We assume that
~k k k
Yo = ayyitg + (1 — Oéy)ytf—l

and the socioeconomic status of the child, zf, depends on the father 2", as well as on the mother
f

Zi—1

k _ k>k k
Zp =72 T €

_ (14)
ZE =0k +(1— Ozlzg)zg—l

Regarding the shocks, we assume that zf is shared by all siblings of the same gender, can
be correlated across siblings of different gender and is uncorrelated with the other variables (in
particular with z; and y;_1). Finally v is an individual’s white-noise error term.

We assume there is assortative mating both in years of schooling and in socioeconomic status
(see Berhman and Rosenzweig 2002 for a related model with assortative mating in two dimensions).
In particular we consider the linear projections of ztf_l and yic_l on 2", and y;";:

thq :<T,le r%)(z{”1>+<w;"1>
vl roe o )\ Uit ey
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where wy” ;| and €} | might be correlated but are uncorrelated with 2" ; and y;" , and

(38 - () G )
Ty Ty N Tomym O Oymaf  Oymys
_ 1 ( Oon  —Oomym > ( Oymat O ymyf >
O2mOom — O2mym \ —0Ozmym 02m Oymat  Oymys
B 1 ( szazmzf — Oymym O ym  f Uzmo'zmyf — Ozmym O ymyf >
nggzm(l - pgmym) Uzm%mzf T Opmym0umyf Uzm Oymyf — Ozmym0 myf
i 1 JUZZ::L (Pamar — pzmympymzf) ;;%(pzmyf - pzmympymyf)

- - ol =
(1 — pgmym) Uy:; (pymzf - pzmympzmzf) inm(pymyf - pzmympzmyf>

We then have that

o.zf UZf
rmorn 1 ot (Pemzt = PamymPymas) G5 (Pymat = PymymPym.s)
Fmopm = 1 B 9y f Oyf (15)
yz  yy (1- pzmym) a(pznbyf - pzmympymyf) gyim(pymyf - pzmympzmyf)
and
T = : 2 (Dot — Py s
- m Mg, M m
2z (1_szym) om A" zmym Pymz
1 O,f
m _ z
Ty = 1- 2 (pymzf - pzmympzmz-f)
( pzmym) Oym
1 Oyf
m )
r — (pmffpmmpmf)
VS T o) P T Py
1 Oyf
mo__ Y
T‘yy = (pymyf - pzmympzmyf)

(1 - szym) Oym
and the coefficients of the linear projections depend on pmym, pom.s, Pomys, Pym.s and pymy;.
Notice that the variance matrix of (wj™,e}",) is given by

f m m m m m !
wit z r T z r r
Var( 7’;1_1>:Var i —( 2 f}{)Var( ﬁ;l>< 2 f}{)
€11 Yi1 Tyz Tyy Y1 "yz Tyy
We use these matching functions to write years of schooling, yf, and social status, zf, as a
function of father’s years of schooling, y;™;, and social status z;",. We write (14) as

= A (algzﬁl + (1 - 04]5)44) +ef
_ k k. m 1— k m ,m m, m m k
= 7 Q2 q + ( az) (rzzzt—l + szyt—l + wt—l) + €t

_ k m k m k m k
= Gzt + Guuyiti + gmwily + e

where
k ki k k
sz = 7 (Oéz-i—(l—()éz)’l’g)
Gh = AF(1—abym
dh = 20— ab)
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and (13) as
yr = p* (a’ﬁy&?ﬁl + (1 - 04’5)1/211) + 20+ af 4 uf
= gk (alycyfil +(1- o/y“) (rﬁzﬂl + Ty Yiey + 6;”_1)) + zf + xf + uf

= p* (04531?11 + (1 - 04];) (7’;22?11 + Ty Yity + 5?11))

k m k m k., m k k k
Gomziir + Gynyita + gmwity + ef + a3 + uy

Yt = Bynyity + Bhnzly + bty + ool +ef + iy + uy
where
k E( Kk k k
By, = B (ozy +(1-— ozy)r;r;> + Gy,
B?’m = /Bk(l - O‘I;)TZ; + Gl;m
k k k
bm = ﬁ (1 - ay)

All these expressions will be used to compute correlations between relatives that are related
through their fathers. However, when we consider relatives that are related through their mothers,
we need to consider 3 and zf as functions of mother’s years of schooling, yf_l, and social status

z{_l. We then also consider the linear projections of z;”; and y;”; on ch_l and y{_lz
< 2"y > _ ri; T»]zcy ZZ—1 + wg—l
ytnll ng/cz ngjcy yg—l E{—l
where w{_l and 5{_1 might be correlated but are uncorrelated with ztf_l and y{_l, and

/
ng T,{y
Tz]/cz 7"7];3/

2 —1
O'Zf Uzgyf T,f,m O'nym

2
i 1 < ny _szyf > ( O'zfzm O'nym >
- 2 2 _ 2 _ 2 ,
O'zfo'yf O-nyf O-nyf sz O-nynL nyyrrL

2 2
_ 1 ( O'yfo-zfzm — O'nyfo'yfzm O'ny'zfym - O-nyfo-yfyhl >

2 2 2 2 2
szayf(l - pzfyf) OOy fom — OfyfOsfom  OopOyfym — O,fyf0 fym
g,m Tqm
1 g'zf (pzfzm - pzfyfpyfzm) o-yif(pzfym - Iozfyfpyfym)
= 2 O'zzm o Uyz’m o
(1 - ’Ozfyf) T, (pyfzm pzfyfpzfzm) T, (pyfym pzfyfpzfym)

We then have that

ag,m og,m
ng T'gy _ 1 gﬁi (pzfzm — Pafyf pyfzm) E(pyfzm - pzfyfpzfzm) (16)
(1 - pgfyf) g-yj(pzfym - pzfyfpyfym) ;T(pyfym - szyfﬂzfym)

f f
Tyz Tyy

and
,rf . 1 O'ZnL

= (1- Pifyf) 0.f

(paszm — pzfyfpyfzm)
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1 g m
rl, = Zf (pyfzm - pzfyfpzfzm)

Y- ngyf) o
1 T ym

f y

Tyz - (1 — p2f ) o.s (pzfym - pzfyfpyfym)
1 T qym

f Yy ( _

T Py fym PofuyfPyf m)

vy (1 _pzfyf) " y'y 2Tyl Fzly

and the coefficients of the linear projections depend on p_sy 7, 0.m sy Pymysry Pymos and pymy 7.

Notice that the variance matrix of (w{_l, s{_l) is given by

f m fof f Fo 0\
Var w}*1 = Var( Z’;T_Ll > = T’;Z T'chy Var Z’}*l chz T’jcy
€11 Yt—1 Tyz  Tyy Yi—1 Tyz  Tyy

We use these matching functions to write years of schooling, yf, and social status, zf, as a
function of mother’s years of schooling, y{_l, and social status z{_l. We write (14) as

= AP (Oékzlnl + (1 — O‘];)Z{—l) +ef

= 7" (0/; (T:chzszl + Tgyytfq + wi:1) +(1- O‘];)thfl) +ef

k k k k
= szz{—1 + Gyfyg—l + gf‘*’{—1 + €

where
Gl;f = 7 ( a £z+(1_a ))
k k_k
Gyf = 7~ azrgy
gf = Ak
and (13) as
yr = 5k< ]; Yty + (1 — oy )3/{ 1)4‘25"‘%?"'“?
k k ko ok, k
- ( y(yzzt Ll el 1)+(1_O‘y)?/{71)+zt Ty oy
k k
= ( y(yzzt 1+Tyyz{1+€1]€c 1)+(1_ay)y{—1)
GEezl  + GE oyl |+ ghwl |+ eF +af ol
yb = Bhyl 4 BE L vkl ghol e b ol
where

ko _ k k
By = 8 (y5y+(1_o‘)>+Gyf
Bff = ﬁka’yfrg:z + G

k _ gk k
by = Blay

Notice that w{_l and 6{_1 are related to wj”; and " ;. We can write
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() (7 2103 ) (3-8

Yity ng,cz Tf;cy Tyz Tyy Yity €1

- r!z ré[y ( T T?L ) ( 2"y > n rgz rfy < wi >
sz/cz sz/cy Tyz Tyy Yita sz/cz Tz]/cy €1t

We assume that the second order moments of all variables are time invariant. We present below
the formulas for the covariances in years of scholing for relatives of different degrees of kinship.
The correlations are computed by dividing the covariances by o2, O'?c or 0,05 depending on the
gender.

We first compute the covariances between y;" and z;"

Cov(y;", ") = Cov(B™ Gy + 2", 2") = B Cov(GiLy, 5") + oom

Coo(y. 2") = Covlayyfy + (L~ )yl 1 G + Gty + g™ )
= Cov(ay'yity + (1 — ay') (T;Tzz?ll + Ty Y + eity), Gzt + GymYia1 + gmwi™y)
= Cov([ag + (1 —ay)rgy ] iy + (1 — g )ryta™y + (1= ay')el”y, G2y + Gy + g
= (o + (1= ay)ryy) Groyn
+ ([ + (1= o)y ] GT + (1= ay)rynGy) Cov(y™y, 2 y)
+(1 —ay)r mG?m oom + (1 —ay')gmCov(ef 1, wiy)
and
Cov(yi", z") = p™ (a + (1 —ay’) yy) G;”m y
+6™ ([ + (1= ZU wy] G + (1= g )Gy ) Cou(y™y, 27
+(1 + by G5, )02 4 b7 zCOU(Eﬁl,wﬁl)
In the steady state we have Cov(y{”,z,’tﬂ) = Cov(y"1,2™), then this equation implicitely

Gm

yyr Tymo> T
Analogously we compute the covariances between ytf and ztf

defines Cov(y;", z") since 17" m and G7}, depend on Cov(y;", z™).

Covly],z) = Cov(Bg] | + 2, 2]) = B’ Cov (@l |, ) + 0%

Cov(@_y,2]) = Cov(agy™y + (1 - O‘f)y{ 1 Ggfzt 1t Gyfyt 1t gjjfw{ 1)
= Couv(a] < yzzt 1t Tyyy{ el 1) +(1— Oéf)y{—lv Ggfzt—l + Ggfyf_l + 9;”5—1)
= COU(( g]; fy +(1-a )) yz{ 1 +ayryzzz{ 1ta 5{ 1>G£fzt 1 +GY fyt 1 +9§W{ 1)

Ty

= (045 gjy +(1 -« )) foayf
+ (( 5 ?J;y +(1-« )) Gf ay, ngf ) Cov(y{fl,zil)
+alrf foazf+a fCov(et 1,wf 1)
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and
Covlyl ) = 8 (afrl,+(1—al)) G0
+p! ((agrgy +(1— ag)) fo + a£r52G5f> Cov(y! ,2 )

+(1+ b}c'r’nggf)aif + b}cg;:Cov(E{fl, wgefl)

In the steady state we have Cov(y{ ) z{ ) = C’ov(y{fl, 7471)’ then this equation implicitely defines
Cov(y{, ztf) since r{/cy, Gg:f, 7’52 and Ggf depend on Cov(ytf, zf)

Covariances

Husband and wife

m f - m m ._m m_m m o\ __ .m m m m 2
Covn—w(Y21, Y1) = Covhuw (Y21, Tyazim1 + Tyy¥ieq + e121) = 12 Cov(yity, (1) + Tyyoym

Brothers

Counlu? ;") = Coo(B s + B Ul gl o B+ B el i+l
2 2

= (B;”n%) oom + (BI,)" 0%m + 2By, Bl Cov(y™ 1, 2 1) + (bi)” 02

+ (g7 oo + 0am + 267 g Cov (el 1, wi )

alternatively we cam write it as a function of the mother

COUb(y::n’ia ) = COU(BZ??thA"‘BZ}ZZ—lWLb?e{—l+9?W{—1+$2ﬂ’ Bg}y{—l+BZ§Z{—1+b}n5{—1+9}nw{—1+$?)
= (B;’})Q azf + (B;’]‘c>2 sz + QBQ'}BZ}COU(:UL{:I, z{,l) + (b’]?)Q agf
+ (g}”)Q O'i]f +02m + 2[)}”9}”00@(6{71, W{—l)
Sisters
COUs(yf’ivy{’j) = COU(Bfmyﬁ1+Bzmzﬁ1+bfn5ﬁ1+gfnwﬁ1+${a Bimyl’il+Bzmzt”11+bfn€?11+g%w?11+$f)
_ (ngm * o2+ (B;;”m) 02 + 2B Bl Cov(yi |, 2 ) + (b&)gagm
+ (971%) oo + 025 + 257{197];00”(5?11700?11)
alternatively we cam write it as a function of the mother
Covb(y{’:, yl7) = Oov(fyjjfyz{fl+B£f’z{fl+b§€{fl+g§w{fl+‘r{’2B£fyzz:1+B£fszl+b§€{fl+g§w{fl+${)
= (B?];f azf + <B£f> 0% + QBngngOU(y{_l,th_l) + (b;) o2
+ (g;) U%uf + O'if + 2b§g}c00v(5{_1,w{_1)
Brother-sister
Covps(yy"™y1”) = Cov(By s + BT 2 +Umel™ sty ba’, Bl i+ Bl 2 i+ 0L el s+ gine s )
— B Bfno? + BIBluo?. + (B;”mBg”m n BgmB;nm> Cov(y |, 2 |) + b7bho2.,
OGO + O s + (Vgh + bhgit ) Cov(ept,wiy)
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alternatively we cam write it as a function of the mother

Covp_s(y;"", ylly = C’ov(BZ}yf_l—i-BZ}z{_l+b§c”5{_1+g;cnw{_1—l—x§”, Bgfyf_l+B£fzf_1+b§€{_1+g§wt_1

= BZ}Bgfazf + BZ}Bf 0% + (B;’}Bff + Bngg}) Cov(ytffl,ztffl) + b}”b}tazf

zf
+g}ng]{a12”f + Ogm xf + <b?1g]]§ + b;Q?) CO'U(‘C:IJ:—D wg—l)

Male cousins (fathers are brothers)
We first compute the following covariances for their fathers (who are brothers)

myio _m,j\ m . m m ,m m, m m _m m ,m m, m
Covp(2,1,21) = Cov(GL,21" + Guryio + gmwi”o, Gozie + Gy i o + gmwis)

= (G702 + (G)? 020 + 26T, G Cov(yf 5, 21%5) + (g1) 202 m
and

C’ovb(yfﬁ’i, Z:i{) = Cov(Byyite + B2t o + bei” o + gmwita, Gornzite + Gynyite + gmwits)
= (B;anZLm + B;ananm) Cov(yﬂ% Zﬁ2) + B;an;an'zm
+ B, G0 im + g Cov(el 5, wi o) + (g)*om

m~ zm®“ 2™

The covariance for male cousins whose fathers are brothers is

m m,t m,)

Covmc,fb(y;nﬂv yznd) = COU(Bymyt—l + B%Zﬁ’i, Bglmyi?gl + B;nmzt—l)
= (Byn)?Covy (™1, 4,9) + 2By, B, Coup(y,1, 1)
+(BL,)*Coup (21, 21)
Male cousins (mothers are sisters)
We first compute the following covariances for their mothers (who are sisters)

Covs(=fy,2[%) = Cov(GLyz"s + Cluis + ghwl s, GLuls + Glutils + ghuis)

= (sz)2ozm + <G£m)2 O'Zm + 2G£mG£mCov(yﬁ2, z"s) + (g,f;)QUfum

and

COUs(ytf’—ila Z{—jﬂ = Cov(Bffmyl’lg + Bl 2y + blel s + ghwi 5, GLz g + Gg];my?iQ + ghwiy)

= (BJuGLn + BLuGlu) Cov(y s, 5%9) + Bl Gl
+BY,,GL, 0% + bl,gl,Cov(el 5, wis) + (9),) 0 %m
The covariance for male cousins whose mothers are sisters is
Covme ms(yi™yi™) = (B1)? Covs(yl', yl?)) + 2B BT Cov, (), =)
+ (BI)* Coval(/*y. )

Male cousins (father and mother are brother and sister)
We first compute the following covariances for their father and mother (who are brother and
sister)
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Covp—s(21, Zﬁﬁ = Cov(G72" + Gy o + gmwi’s, Gz + GgmyﬁQ + ghwis)

= GTmGgmo-gm + G?mGgmazm + (G?mGg/cm + GgmGgm)Cov(yﬁQ’ ZﬁQ) + ngf;ofum
and

Covy_s(y, 1, thi]ﬁ = Cov(By,yi"o + BIn2" o + b o + gmwi”s, Gl + Ggmy;f”iQ + ghwiy)
= (B;angm + B%G£m> COU(yﬁ% Zﬁ2) + B;anG;{;mo-zm

+B7 G0k + bgh Cov(el 5, wiy) + gl ohm

COUb—s(yﬁp 7)) = COU(Bgm?JtWZ2 + Bl + by + ghwity, Gl + GymYiso + 9mwitsa)
= (BgmGTm + BgmG;nm) CO’U(yﬁQ, ZﬁZ) + BgmG;an'Sm
+BL, G0 % + b, g Cov(el 5, wis) + gl gmom

The covariance for male cousins whose father and mother are brother and sister is
Covme_foms (™' 9™7) = Cov(Byhy™1 + Blz™1, Byl + Bzl
= By BytCouvps(yi™, yl™) + By Bl Covys (4™}, %))
+B$B;”m(§’ovb,s(ygf1,zﬁ’{) + B;”mBZcCovb,s(zﬁ’i,szl)
Female cousins (fathers are brothers)
C ( fi f,j) _ (Bf )20 ( m, myj) +2B/ B ¢ ( mi m,j)
OVfe fo\U Wi ym) COU\Y 1, Y1 ymPemC oY, 1, 21

+(BL,)2Covy (21, 2)

Female cousins (mothers are sisters)

, . 2 . . . .

Covpe ms(yl" yl?) = (B?ff) Cov(yl"y, yly) + 2B, B .Covy(yl*,, 2]
2 . .
+(B) Couy (o), 2

Female cousins (father and mother are brother and sister)

Covge poms@l' ul?) = Bl,Bl.Cov_ (1, y) + Bl BL . Covp_ (i, 2]7)
B! BI, Couy (), 2]) + Bl BY Cou, (7, 2)

Male-female cousins (fathers are brothers)

Covm—fcffb(y;ml? y{J) = B;ntz]/cmOOUb(y:Tia Z/ﬁ’{) + (BZTmB,Zm + Bz]JcmBTm) Covb(yﬁyiv Zﬁ’{)
+B7, B, Covy (2, 2™])

m

Male-female cousins (mothers are sisters)
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COUm—fC,mS(y;n’iayg’j) = g}BngOUS(y{iil’y{’—jl) + ( ;)}Bff + ngjfB;r}> C’ovs(yﬁl, Z{ijl)
+B;’J‘cB£fC’ovs(ztff1, ztf_jl)

Male-female cousins (father of the male is brother of the mother of the female)

ll) = BBl Cov_ ()" ul?) + B Bl Covp_(y, )
+ByffB;n COUb—s(ygfl,zﬁ’{) —}—B;ntffCovb_s(zﬁ’i,z{fl)

m

C'Ovm—fci fb—ms (y:tn

Male-female cousins (mother of the male is sister of the father of the female)

Covm—rte ms—pp(ui" ul?) = BB, Covy_o(y"1,yl")) + Bl BIyCovp (41, 2]%))
—I—B;’}BngOUb,S(y{fl,zt"i’{) + BZ}Bngovb,s(zﬁ’i,z{fl)

Son-Father
Covsp(y" yi21) = Cov(By,y™y + Binzity + bpei s + gmwit1, Y1)
= B;nmo-zm + B%COU(yﬁl, Zﬁl)

alternatively we can write it as a function of the mother

Covsy(y's yiny) = COU(BZ}ZJZA + BZ}Z{—l + b}ng:{ﬂ + Q?W{—lv rg];zzg—l + r:ﬁyy{—l + 5{—1)
= sz}rzjjyng + (Bg}rgz + Bg}r{jy)Cov(yil, ztffl)
—I—ngc?“{jzazf + b’}”‘agf + g?‘C’ov(w{_l, 5{_1)
Son-Mother
Covsm(y;”,yg:l) — Cov(Bﬁyiil + B;’}chl + b;cnaffl + g}”w{fl,yil)

= Bg}aif + BZ}Cov(yf_l, zf_l)

alternatively we can write it as a function of the father

Covsm (Y™, y{_1) = Cov(By,yit1 + Bonzity + ey + gmwita, ryszity + ¥ty + €i2q)
= B;”mr;'zazm + (BymTys + BomTyy ) Cov(yiy, 22 1)
By 0 sm + botn + gCov(w]t e 1)
Daughter-Father
OVqf (yt 7yt—1) - 01)( ymyt—l + mAt—1 + mEt—1 + ImWi—1, yt—l)
= Bf 27” + BzfmCO'l)(thil, Ztnzl)

ymTy

alternatively we can write it as a function of the mother
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Covdf(ytf, yty) = Cov(Bgfytf_l + Bffztf_1 + b}cs{_l =+ gj:wf_l, rszztf_l + T?J;yy{—l + 6{—1)
= BIal o2 + (Bl ! +B£frgy)c’ov(ytf—l7zg—l)

uf vy y yf yz
+B§frgzozf + bﬁagf + g]{Cov(w{_l, 5{_1)
Daughter-Mother
Covam(y!,yl 1) = COU(Bnytf—1 + B,ffzgc—l + b§5{—1 + g}cwf—p vi1)

= Bgfazf + BffCOU(ytf_l, ztf_l)

alternatively we can write it as a function of the father

Covam(yl . yl_1) = Cov(Bf,yiy + Bl 2™y + bl y + gl ey + iy + e y)
- Bgmr;nyagm + (Bgmrg; + Bg‘mrg;)cov(yﬁ L2
+B£mr;’";a§m + bfnazm + gfnCov(wﬁl, efty)

Nephew and uncle (brother of the father)
Covnepn—u_vs (01", yi1) = By Covs(yi3, yi) + Bo, Coun(y}1, 1)
Nephew and uncle (brother of the mother)

CoVnepn—u_tm W™, 4i]) = BysCovy—s(yly, yi™]) + BIyCovys(yi™, %)
Nephew and aunt (sister of the father)

Covneph—au,sf (y?mv ygijl) = B;nmCOUb_S(yﬁ’i, yz{’—Jl) + B;nmcovb—S(yng Ztnij{)
Nephew and aunt (sister of the mother)
C m,i fv] — Bm C f77’ f7] Bm C’ f,’L fvj
OUneph—au_sm(Yg > Y1) wrCovs (Y21, yi ™) + BIpCous(yi2y, 7))
Nice and uncle (brother of the father)
Covm‘ce—uibf (y{7ia yﬁ{) = Bng’ovb(yﬁ’i, yﬁ{) + B:{mc’ovb(yz’ia ZZT{)

Nice and uncle (brother of the mother)

Covnicer_bm(ygViv yﬁ@ = Bgfcovb*é‘(y{iilv yt@{) + BZfCOUb*S(yZTiv zg—Jl)
Nice and aunt (sister of the father)

C’ovmce_auisf(y{’l, ytff ) = BJmCovb_s(yﬁ’;,yﬁl) + Bng’ovb_s(ytffl, z )

Nice and aunt (sister of the mother)

C’ovmce_auism(y,f’i, yicf ) = BJfCOUs(yicfp y{fl) + Bgfcovbfs(y,{fla Z{LJJ
Grandson-Grandfather (father-line)
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‘We have that

COUSf(ZﬁI, yﬁZ) = COU(GTmZ{EZ + G;nmy;riQ + gmwﬁ% yﬁZ)
= GTmCOU(Zﬁ% yﬁZ) + GTmagm
and
Covgs—gf (4" Y22) = Cov(Bypyiy + Bl 2ty + bineils + gmwi 1, 4i”o)
= By Covsp(yi"y, yi"2) + Bl Covsy (21, 41" o)
Great-grandson-Great-grandfather (father-line)
We have that
Covgs—gr(2i21,9i23) = Cov(G,2"0 + Gym¥Yisa + gmwita, Yirs)
= G, Covsp(2"9, 41" 3) + G;nmcovsf(ytni% Yirs)

and

Covggs—ggr (Yt yins) = Cov(Bynyity + Bzt + byei ) + gmwity, viss)
= By, Covgs gr(yi1,Yim3) + B, Covgs—gr (2121, yim3)

Great-great-grandson-Great-great-grandfather (father-line)
We have that

Covggs—ggr(2i21,Yima) = Cov(GL,2" + Gy o + gmwi o, Y a)

= ngmcovgsgf(zﬁ% y?z4) + G;nmcovgsgf (yﬁ% y?z4)

and

Covgggs—gggr (Ut yima) = Cov(Bynyty + Bl2" + bpel™y + gmwitq, Yiea)

= B?mcovggs—ggf (Y1, Yivs) + BgnmC'nggS_ggf(zﬁl, Yiry)

Variance decomposition
We have that
vt = B9ty + 2+ af +uf
Then
O'Zk = (Bk)QUz%k + Uzk + BkCov(gf_l, zf) + U?Ek + O'Zk

2

e 0. is obtained as a residual.

o G, aik and aik are directly estimated.

2
[ ] (R
Yy
2 2
2 _ ([ k)\? 2 VAR k(1 _ ok
e~ (ay) Uy"”L(l ay) oy +ay(l = ay)pymysoymays

and we use the estimates of a’zj and the empirical values for oym, o, s and pym, s
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i OOU(@;{LD Zf)

Cov(@r,2) = (ab+(1—ab)rh,) ot
+ ([ab+ (1= abyrk, | G5, + (1= abyrk. Gl ) Covlyy, 24)
+(1 - aZ)TIgszI;mUzm + (1 - algj)gfncov(gf—l’ wf—l)

and we use the estimates of o/;, rk ok GE o GE gk 0%, Cov(el, wi®) and Cov(yi, 2™).

vy yz Mymo
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